
Short Paper 3.2: Close Reading the Process Journal 
 

gis 140 / sec. a / early fall quarter 2007-08 / chang 
 

In light of our class discussion and the Prospective Cover Letter assignment sheet, continue 
to think critically on the quarter and your reading, writing, and thinking and overall work.  
Now, turn your attention to your Process Journal, which in way is a map of your quarter; it is 
your thoughts and ideas and experiences in the raw.  Your Process Journal is the perfect 
mine for details, moments, insights, questions, concerns, and reflections to include in your 
Prospective Cover Letter.  Consider the following in your journal: 
 

—What can you pull from your Strength and Difficulty Inventories?  What has changed over the quarter?  What 
has remained the same?  Why? 
—What is your best experience you have written about?  What is your most difficult experience? 
—Looking over the length of your journal, from start to finish, how have you changed as a writer, a reader, a 
learner?    
—What telling details might be useful to include in your Prospective essay?  What is significant to you?  What is 
surprising to you?  What is difficult? 
—How can you write about your Process Journal as a whole exercise and enterprise in your cover letter? 
 
For this short paper, develop one page (at least three paragraphs) close reading your Process Journal in order 
to develop one or two solid examples to include in your cover letter of your experiences in the class, with your 
writing, about your process. 
 
Turn in: 1 page or 3 paragraphs, single spaced, typed, no title page, proper heading 
  Bring 3 copies to class 
 
Due:  Wednesday, September 12 
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