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Now that you have picked a topic, done a little preliminary research, narrowed your topic, 
brainstormed about research questions, done a little more research, revised your topic, 
asked more questions, found more answers, and finally reached a topic and research 
question that is specific, concrete, narrow, and interesting, it is time to dive into the hard, 
time-consuming, but rewarding mapping and mining of academic research.  
 
For your Read-Search Project, you are required to have three useful, authoritative, 
academic sources.  Most likely, you will have found more than three sources, but you must 
pick and choose (be very picky and choosy) what three best represent and reflect your 
project’s main ideas, focus, intent, and goals.  You must close read these sources, annotate 

them, take notes on them, summarize them for yourself, identify useful quotes and evidence, and comprehend 
enough of each to write your Read-Search Project.   
 
For this short paper (which will complement Short Paper 2.5: The Annotated Bibliography), you will write a 
short literature review, a genre of academic writing that summarizes, reviews, analyses, and contextualises 
your research for your research project.  In other words, your paper should address the following: 
 
1) What authoritative sources did you find?  How do you know they are authoritative?  Academic? 
2) Why are they relevant or important to your research question? 
3) What are the salient points of each of your sources?  Very briefly summarize a main point that ties into your 
project.  How do these points fit into your project? 
 
Turn in: 2 pages, typed, no title page, proper heading, double-spaced, stapled 
   
Due:  Wednesday, September 5 
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